Rally Day Sunday, September 9|
9:00AM, FBC Littleton

The Church
School Musical:
The Auditions

Join us for ouSunday School Rally Day
events — have some yummy Zeke baked-

goods, meet the church school teachers, see

a fabulous skit and try your hand
at some KaraokeThis church rocks like
no other!

Sunday, September 9
10:00AM

-Worship with even more music —
The FBC Choir, The Hudsons,
For Higher
Message by Pastor Debbie
Start of Something New!
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Sunday September 9
3:00PM

Join many of us as we travel to New Creation
Baptist Church in Worcester
for the kick off of a
2-year mission initiative in Ghana, Africa.
See inside article for more information on Ghana

Sunday, September 16
Sunday Jazz at FBC

10:00AM
With Rev. Dr. Ken Downes preaching

We are very excited about
the return of Ken Downes
to the pulpit, with a
sermon entitled;Beyond
Lilacs and Bunions!”

He will inspire us with his
words and also with his
music. We are putting
together a Dixieland Jazz
service similar to the one
Ken offered while he was
pastor here. We will
have some very special musicians joining us that
morning!




One Sunday afternoon | was sitting down around
the Grotonwood campfire area watching all the
campers arrive for a week of camp. | noticed our
own FBC church bell that still stood firmly and
solidly next to the camp office and | was glad to
see the occasional parent who would wander over
to examine it while an accompanying child might
try toring it! | wondered if they knew how itrrg
out across the Littleton Common calling people to
worship, to pray and to be a part of a faithful and
hopeful Christian community.

This fresh group of campers were still bouncing
and running around the grounds — they were not
yet tired and were filled with excitement and full

of anticipation about the week ahead. |imagined
that they were probably wondering who their
counselor might be? Would they see old friends?
Make new friends? Pass the swimming test? |
imagined then that the parents were thinking a few
other things; would they be safe? Would they have
a good time? Would they like the food? Would
they be homesick? Would they stay the whole
week at camp! The anticipation and the
adrenaline level were very high for the week that
still lay before them!

This September as we return to our fall church
schedule, | feel that the anticipation level for ou
shared ministries together — is very high! Our
Sunday school department is getting ready. Mark
and Maria Reilly are planning activities and
lessons that will hopefully instruct, strengthen an
be fun! Steve and Cindy Hudson and the Music
Board are also making new plans and preparations
for another year of inspiring music ministry —
music that always speaks to our hearts. What will
this year be like? What will we learn? Where will
we laugh? What will make us cry? Where wi#
find healing and hope? Where wilk bring

healing and hope?

This fall the good news of our shared ministry is
going out across the Common calling people that
we know and those we do not yet know — but can’t
wait to meet — to come worship, to pray and to be a
part of a faithful and hopeful Christian community!

Grace and peace,
Pastor Debbie

WHERE ARE YOU SERVING
OUTSIDE THE CHURCH?

alkers

“ Send Pastor Debbie
your pictures!
) v Many of you are
A L involved in "serving
= where the world's
deep hunger and our
faithful response
: meet" outside the
church by walking in various walks for cancer and
other worthwhile causes. Would you like to share
a few pictures of what you and your family did on
those events? What do you do as a family- outside
the church - that makes an impact on our world?
| would like to start a section of our website
featuring activities our families and members do
outsidethe church. It might be the walks, the
causes, your musical group, the books you write,
your websites - what do You and Your family Do
Out in the World - where you serve and help
others? Thanks for your help!

Carol Huebner will be participating in the Boston
Marathon Jimmy Fund walk on Sept. 16. If you
would like to support her please follow this link.
https://www.kintera.org/faf/donorReg/donorPledge
.asp?ievent=224199&lis=1&kntae224199=AF5421
CDA37D46C5A7966A4A6C9942C4&supld=1804
89761




REFLECTING AND STUDYING
THE PRACTICES
Mondays at 10am & 7pm

Throughout the year | will be offering study
sessions — one practice at a time. These will be
general studies on the practices. You do not have
to be reading a particular Practicing our Faithkoo
to attend these general studies — they are open to
all each week. Your own personal reading will
inform your thinking. Prayer and Bible study are
foundational practices; therefore each session will
always begin with and include prayer and Bible
Study

Monday, September 17 - Breaking Bread

This first session we wifiocus on food We will
have some food to share and we will talk about our
experiences with food, family, friends and faith.
We will start in prayer and study some Biblical
stories about food and Table Fellowship. We will
talk together about a great meal experience that we
remember — or even a bad meal experience!
Finally we will talk about how breaking bread is a
practice of our faith — how we eat as individuals,

a family, church pot luck suppers and what it
means when we share in the Lord’s Supper.

Monday, September 24 — Healing

This session we will talk about suffering and
courage, healingnd wholeness. We will study the
suffering of Christ and talk about our suffering —
physical, emotional and spiritual. Where are we
in pain? Where do we hurt? What are we afraid
of? How do we express courage in the face of our
suffering, pain, or even deathfow do we help
each other in painWhat does suffering say about
God? Where have you seen courage in others?
Where have you displayed courage?

Monday, October 1—Hospitality
Dorothy Bass reminds us that hospitality is not jus

being nice — it is much more than just smiling to
3

newcomers on a Sunday morning. Hospitality is
an ancient and deeply spiritual practice found
throughoutall of scripture and should be
foundational in our life and our church life.
Together we will study the Biblical stories and
teachings concerning welcoming the stranger. We
will talk about times where we have been excluded
or treated as an unwanted stranger. We will talk
about the marginalized and the invisible people in
our society. We will talk about ways we practice
hospitality with them.

Sunday, September 30 - The Music of Saturday
Night — on Sunday!

6-6:55pmYou are invited to a very informal time
of worship as we listen tgour music. Bring along
your music of Saturday night - in other words —
music that really moves, heals and uplifts you that
is not specifically religious music. It might Heet
Beatles — or Beethoven — or Buffett — or Bono!

CHRISTIAN ED NEWS

Summer is coming to an end, but
what a summer it was. We hope
everyone has been refreshed.
Rally Day is around the corner.
Mark and | are working on a year
of fun activities. We are looking
forward to coming together on
Sunday, Sept. 9, and starting the year off with
some music and fun.

This year we would appreciate if children can
register early. Please register on line at:
http://www.fbclittleton.org/registrationform.html
or pick up a form at church. Any questions?
Email mariaegr@aol.com

Please consider volunteering to teach Sunday
school. We are in need of teachers for all ages.

God bless everyone,

Mark and Maria Reilly



CALLING ALL CHOIR!

There’s never been a

better time to start

enjoying the blessings

and fun of

participating in the
choir! It's just this easy: Come to the first ahoi
rehearsal on Thursday evening, Sept. 6 from 7:00-
9:00 pm, and be guaranteed a huge welcome
regardless of your previous musical experience.
We also gather on Sundays at 9:45 am for a quick
review of the anthem and prayer. Give it a tig th
year!

WOMEN'S MINISTRIES:
WHAT'S NEXT?

Nearly thirty women enjoyed a

bountiful brunch at the Bull Run

restaurant in Shirley after church

on June 3. Paramount to the

day’s activity was a discussion of

the status of Women’s Ministries. It had been in
serious decline the past few years, and the decisio
as to whether or not to continue had to be made.
As the highlights of that ministry were reviewed
and the question raised as to whether there was
interest in keeping them alive, several women
volunteered to take responsibility for various
aspects of the program. Sincere thanks to alkthos
who spoke up in support of Women’s Ministries —
it will continue. CFW

AT GROTONWOOD
SUNDAY, SEPT. 23

For all ladies, from the very young to the young at
heart. The Rev. Deborah Jackson, pastor of the
First Baptist Church in Needham is the featured
speaker. From 5:30 to 8 p.m.; $11 per person if we
have a group. Sign up on the Kiosk downstairs.
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GHANA MISSION EXPLOSION!

Let’'s get excited about the
new two-year mission
emphasis by American
Baptists in Massachusetts!
The Ghana Mission
explosion project involves:
Establishing sister-to-sister church
relationships between churches in MA and
churches in Ghana.
A commitment to starting new Ghanaian
church plants in our region
Establishing a low-interest loan fund for
construction of new churches.
Supporting the training of former slaves at
the Vocational Training Center in
Frankadua, Ghana, or contributing to the
supplies and building of the Center.

Let's get startedby participating in an opening
kick-off celebration by worshiping with a
Ghanaian church on Sunday, Sept. 9, at 3:00 pm.
We hope to have a caravan of cars heading to the
New Creation Baptist Church in Worcester for this
exciting event in the life of the American Baptist
Churches of Massachusetts.

Let’s think about sending someone (or more) to
Ghana! The Ghana Explosion Team is planning a
trip to Ghana, Africa during February 2008f

you feel that God might be calling you to go,
please speak to Pastor Debbie about ways this
community might be able to support you
financially and prayerfully. Some info: fees fbet
mission trip include airfare and all
accommodations during the African exploration.
The trip will be approximately 10-12 days; you
will need a passport and Travel Visa. The
estimated cost is $2700 and please don't let that
amount be an obstacle if you hear God tugging at
your heart.



The firstHam & Bean Dinner will be Saturday,
October 6 at 5:30 pm featuring all the usual
favorites! As you know, this is both a fundraiser
as well as a fellowship-raiser in the life of our
church. Special thanks goes out to the folks who
tirelessly provide the hallmark homemade beans
and delicious salads, and the generous hands that
prepare each meal. We could not continue this
FBC tradition without you!

YOUTH GROUP PLANS

Here’s some of the fun activities
we have in the works for kicking
off this new year of LFBC Youth
Group! As always, you’re more
than welcome to invite a friend

to any and all of our gatherings:

September 18&', Sunday — Club 220 gathering at
Grotonwood — 4pm to 7pm

~Food, Fun, Faith and Fellowship

~ Meet and greet other local youth groups

~ Super Special Musical Guests — “For Higher” —
Yeeaaahhhh!

September 28', Saturday - Prouty Woods —

2pm to 5pm

~ An afternoon of hiking and leaf peeping around
Prouty Woods.

~ 107 Acres of trails, beach access and views of
southern NH.

~ Located right behind the Police and Fire station
in Littleton

See you at Rally Day,

Mark Reilly

MISSION MATTERS

On October 12-14, you can join with other
mission-minded Individuals to travel via
Greyhound bus to Canandaigua, New York for the
ABC USA's Regional World Mission

Conference There will be an opportunity to see
and enjoy God's creation, meet interesting people,
pray, sing, talk, laugh, sleep, snack and meet
ABC/USA missionaries. All of the above will cost
$290 per person. This price includes bus fare,
conference fee, hotel (2 nights) 2 box lunches, 2
continental breakfasts (all other meals are on your
own) and free parking for the weekend. This is a
first come, first to go. For more information amd t
sign up for the bus trip, contact Rev. Veronica
(Ronny) Lanier at 781-662-4663 or 781-320-8100
x109. For those not going on the bus that wants to
know more, the event's schedule and registration
forms are on thABC NYS web site.

Journal by David and Joyce Reed
“Columbus Joins the Love Boat”

You might recall a journal article we wrote in
March 2006 entitled “The Love Boat.” It related
the story of a group of American Baptists that
traveled to Cabo San Lucas on a cruise ship. We
met them at the dock, loaded them on a rented bus,
and took them on a tour of ministry in the next
(conted on page 6)



Crossroads Journal, continued

town over: San Jose. In San Jose, they met Pastor
Marcos Rodas of El Buen Pastor. El Buen Pastor
was a new church start that was beginning to
explode at the seams! They had a dream to build a
new worship center. Already they were putting
money aside. ABC folk on this cruise decided to
contribute to this vision. And thus, because oirthe
tangible love for God, we dubbed their journey as
“The Love Boat.”

The Love Boat’'s seed money got the new worship
center off and running. This past June, Mountview
Baptist Church in Columbus, Ohio sent a mission
team to join in the construction efforts. Comprised
mostly of youth, this group radiated energy! The
kids stayed with host families. Matt and Clayton
shared a room with a family of cockroaches. Matt,
comfortable with camping-out and insects, said
he’'d just flick them off his sleeping bag when he
woke up every morning. Jenny and Rebecca
stayed with a family whose car broke down. They
felt led to gift their last dollars to help repéie

car in lieu of buying souvenirs.

The group mixed a lot of cement, tied rebar, put up
a retaining wall, and cleared away rubble. Several
afternoons they held crafts with the kids, and also
played soccer. It was a week of building bridges
between cultures. Of learning that it didn’t matte

if you spoke the language, you could always find a
way to communicate. Two of the girls shared their
favorite Bible verses with a woman scheduled for
surgery. They found the text in their English

Bible, pointed to it, and the woman found it in her
Spanish Bible. Through the Word of God, they
shared the love and encouragement of Christ.
Jaime prayed, “God, we’re thankful that you've let
us move outside our box. As we get ready to

return home, put the pieces of each day together as

you put the pieces of this past week together. May
we pursue the same spirit of ministry back home
that we experienced with El Buen Pastor in San
Jose. Amen.”

God continues to bring people together, to change
hearts, to build his Kingdom in this world.

Blessings,

David and Joyce
La Paz, Mexico

Editor's Note~ In case you haven't heard, we are
beginning to plan for the Reed family’s home
mission assignment beginning in the summer of
2008. They are hoping to live in Littleton for the
year here, which would be such a blessing for our
community of faith (and we hope them, too!)
Believe it or not, it's not too early to start piay
about and working on finding a place for their
family to reside while they’re with us. “The bdys
will be 14 and 17 next summer, and they're
looking forward to attending Littleton schools. As
you may recall from other missionaries who have
visited, David and Joyce will be traveling quite a
bit to other ABC churches throughout the country.
So start those wheels turning and speak to Pastor
Debbie if you have any ideas. God is Good — All
The Time!



