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VISION 2007! 
 

Catch the Vision we’re Creating! 
 

Come to a Cottage Meeting: 
 

Sunday, January 28 following Worship 
 

Tuesday, January 30, 7:30 pm at the  
Huebners’ home,     

17 Sherwood Drive, Westford 
 

Monday, February 5, 7:30 pm at the 
Courts’ home, 

27 Ernie’s Drive, Littleton 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

February 11, 

2007  
 

“Come and see” said Jesus.  
“Come and see” said Philip.  

 
On Sunday, February 11th won’t you invite a friend 
to church to come and see what is going on inside 
the First Baptist Church of Littleton?   In 
September, on our day of visioning, you said that 
we were; “kind, artistic, inclusive, positive, 
prayerful, giving, humorous, risk-takers, patient, 
peaceful and welcoming!”   Let’s then invite folks 
inside so that they may discover that we’re not 
your typical Baptist church.   By doing so, we will 
be practicing the Christian discipline of evangelism 
and hospitality.    
 
In John 1, Jesus invited Andrew to follow him and 
to come and see.  Andrew went and invited his 
brother Simon Peter, who also came to follow 
Jesus.  Jesus then found Philip, who also went and 
invited Nathaniel to come and see.   
 
Invite a friend to come and see and to come as you 
are! 

 

       The GoodNewsLetter 
First Baptist Church, Littleton 

        “        “        “        “The Singing Church”  
        February, 2007                                                                        
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Pastor’s Page 
 
Proverbs 39:18 says: “Where there is no vision, the 

people perish.” 
 
This month will be an important month in our 
visioning process, which began in earnest last 
September.  If you remember, approximately 30 
people gathered for prayer and Bible study, looked 
at case studies of healthy churches, and identified 
our own church’s characteristics and practices.  
Since that time a small group continued to meet, 
working on a new vision statement.   A series of 
cottage meetings will now take place where the 
vision statement will be presented with a time of 
dialogue and sharing.  Following those cottage 
meetings, a final vision statement will be brought 
to the church for a vote.  
 
This is very exciting!  This vision statement will 
be our guiding image as we move forward as a 
community of faith.   It will guide our decision 
making process about what ministries we should or 
should not be involved in.   It will guide our 
Christian Education department as they teach and 
nurture our children and youth.  It will guide our 
Finance Board and Trustees as they make financial 
and facility decisions.  It will guide our Deacons as 
they plan for our spiritual needs and it will guide 
our Mission Board and their mission giving.  The 
vision statement will also clarify who we are and 
where we are headed when visitors join us for 
worship or inquire about who we are.  This is very 
important and is very exciting.   
 
I hope that you will make a point to come to one of 
the three cottage meetings that are being offered.  
But more importantly, I hope you will continue to 
pray for the ministry and mission of our church 
and that you will ask God’s guidance and wisdom 
to be with us as we move forward!   
 
Blessings,  
 
Pastor Debbie  
 
 

Important Website Update! 
 
 
By the time this is printed our church website – 
www.fbclittleton.org should have a new look to it!  
In the future we hope to have even more of a 
ministry presence on the web – where our website 
is not just a place of information about our church 
– but one that becomes a site where folks on the 
World Wide Web may find a word of hope, joy, 
comfort or humor.  Please take some time to check 
out the new look!   
 
At the same time, I must thank Carol Hayward for 
the eight years that she spent as our Church 
Webminister.  Thank you Carol!   Our church had 
an early presence on the web and it has received a 
lot of web traffic over the years.  Strangers and 
former members alike have contacted us about our 
newsletters, sermons and about programs that were 
happening at First Baptist Littleton.   We owe a 
great deal of gratitude to Carol for her gift to this 
church – and of course wish her continued 
blessings in her studies at Andover Newton.  
 
In addition we also received the resignation of 
someone else who has contributed a monumental 
amount of love to the mission board and her work 
is also worthy of a special thank you.  Thank you 
Sally Shuttle for your commitment to the mission 
of this church and also to the larger mission of the 
Christian Church!    Sally has one of the biggest 
hearts around and her organization and dedication 
to our mission has also been a gift. As Sally 
continues to prepare for nursing school, takes a full 
load of courses as prerequisites and works part 
time as a CNA, she has realized that she needed to 
let go and give her full attention to her studies.   
Please continue to pray for Sally as she prepares 
for this new ministry that God is surely calling her 
towards.   

                               
 



                                                                                                                                                      3 

Christian Ed and Youth News 
 
                      
 
“Thank you” to all who helped and participated in 
the Christmas pageant. Hope everyone had a safe 
and healthy Christmas and New Year’s Day. 
We resumed regular Sunday school classes in 
January and our students have been learning from 
the book of Ruth and exploring her faith journey.  
February’s theme will be Love, and the children 
will learn how love is patient, kind, forgiving and 
everlasting.  February 11th we will have all classes 
together in celebration of Valentine’s Day.  We 
will have special crafts and decorate sweets.  We 
will also be sending out an envelope to collect for 
missions, which will be due on Feb 25th. 
 
Mark is putting together a more consistent 
schedule for the youth group in the coming 
months.  Mark has learned that a regular schedule 
of youth group meeting times is needed for the 
young people in order to spend time together so 
they may learn and grow. 
 
Please keep Mark and me in your prayers as we 
continue our work with the young people in this 
church.  Also, continue to make every effort to get 
the children to Sunday school on time and prepared 
to learn. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Maria and Mark Reilly 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moment For Missions 

 
I would like to offer to each of you a wonderful 
opportunity and experience to be involved in the 
Mission Program of our church, our region and our 
denomination.  It is happening right near home in 
Fitchburg at the Best Western Plaza Hotel  on  
Friday evening, March 9 and all day Saturday, 
March 10.  It is called  MISSIONWORKS 2007 - 

“Missions – What’s Next? Lessons from the 

Emerging Church.” 
 

You will be able to interface with Rev. Dr. Jeffrey 
A. Johnson, National ABC Director of 
Evangelism.  Rev. Dale Miller, Area Minister in 
Pennsylvania and leading authority on the 
“Emerging Church.”  Also sharing will be Rev. Dr 
Eleazar Ziherambere, Area Director for African 
Missions, and Revs. Debbie and Jim Kelsey, our 
American Baptist European Missionaries. 
 
There will be many opportunities for worship, 
singing and fellowship.  Steve Gretz and Friends 
will lead the Friday night session with singing.  
Saturday will feature The Boston Concord Baptist 
Church, along with workshops, panel discussions.  
There will be a silent auction and opportunity to 
browse 30 mission displays, and buy mission crafts 
from many lands at the SERRV tables.  In years 
past some of our youth have participated in a 
wonderful youth program, so don’t exclude the 
kids.   
 
More information can be obtained from the church, 
and on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall.  
Registration forms are available now.    There is a 
wonderful dinner on Saturday and an optional 
buffet on Friday evening.   
  
Many members and friends of our church have 
attended MissionWorks in prior years.   We hope 
for an even greater number this year.    
 
Come and get excited about what God is 

doing in our World today!!! 
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Retired Ministers And Missionaries 

Offering ~ February 2007 
                           
Of what do the following scripture passages 
remind you? 
  “I now baptize you in the name of the Father, and 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost.”  Matthew 28:19 
   “This is my body which is broken for you.  Do 
this in remembrance of me.” 2 Cor. 11:23-26 
 “What therefore God has joined together, let no 
one put asunder.”  Mark 10: 9 
  “Let the little ones come unto me.”  Matt. 19:14 

   
Sound familiar? They are 
words said at the time of 
baptism, communion, 
marriage, dedications, 
funerals, and times of need. 
They are said by pastors 
from time immemorial for 
those whom they have loved 

and served through their ministry.   Can you put a 
face to the pastor who said them to you or to a 
loved one in the course of your life?  Do you ever 
wonder what happened to them?   Are they all 
right?   Do they continue to serve the Lord?  Have 
they found the peace that they promised us in our 
times of need?   Have they found their eternal 
reward which they so richly deserve?  And have 
you ever said, “Thank You”? 
 
That is what the Retired Ministers and 

Missionaries Offering is all about.   It serves as a 
way to meet the emergency needs of retired 
brothers and sisters in Christ who gave their lives 
on the mission fields and in our many churches 
without regard to financial reward, only to do the 
will of their Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  It 
serves as a way to provide a small thank you gift 
each December to all of our ministers and 
missionaries in retirement to say, “Thank you, 
good and faithful servant, for a job well done.” 
 
WE WILL RECEIVE our Retired Ministers and 
Missionaries Offering during the month of 
February.  Envelopes will be provided for this 
special gift.  We invite you to give generously in 

personal remembrance of those who have served 
you in God’s name. 
 
 
 

November Mission Giving 
 
United Mission - $812.45 
Murrow Indian Children’s Home - $300 
La Paz - $250 
RMMO offering  - $20 
WMO offering  - $36 
 
 

December Mission Giving 

 
United Mission - $1244.64 
Littleton Council of Churches  $100 
Special Needs Ministry    $500 
LaPaz                                       $250 
Individual LaPaz Support        $200 
Train Auction for La Paz       $1215 
 
 
                   Other Totals 
 
Total World Mission Offering   $1712.35 
Train Auction for LaPaz   $ 1297.00 
 
 
 

 

 

Join a Lenten Bible Study led by  

the Rev. Diana Kirk: 

 
The Road to Jerusalem 

 
Wednesday, Feb. 21, 10 am & 7 pm 
Wednesday, Feb. 28, 10 am & 7 pm 

 
Sign-up on the Kiosk or speak  

with Diana! 
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“Brotherly Love” 
 

by Caroline Poser 
 
"You're familiar with the command to the ancients, 
'Do not murder.'  I'm telling you that anyone who is 
so much as angry with a brother or sister is guilty 
of murder. Carelessly call a brother 'idiot!' and you 
just might find yourself hauled into court. 
Thoughtlessly yell 'stupid!' at a sister and you are 
on the brink of hellfire. The simple moral fact is 
that words kill." 
 

~ Matthew 5:21-22 The Message Bible 
 

There has been a lot of discord in our home lately 
between my two older boys. Well, whom am I 
kidding, “lately.”  There always is – they’re so 
close in age – they have one of those sibling love-
hate relationships where they’ll turn on me if I try 
to defend one or the other of them from whoever’s 
the aggressor of the moment.  “Don’t put my 
brother in time-out!” one of them will say, even 
though he might’ve been said brother’s punching 
bag mere moments before. 
 
Then there’s the friction between the big boys and 
the youngest. “You like him better. You do more 
for him.”  They forget that I changed their diapers 
and carried them around when they were younger, 
too. 
 
One day the boys were fighting about who got to 
sit where on the couch. We have two couches, 
either of which are ample size to fit all three boys. 
But it seems that both big boys wanted to sit right 
where the youngest had been sitting, and while one 
of them convinced him to move over, the other 
snuck in and took the spot. The older two were 
tussling while the youngest was squawking. 
 
I had become so weary of the constant bickering – 
the name calling, the shoving, kicking, and 
whacking with real or pretend weapons, and finally 
the threats of  “I’m gonna kill you,” or “You’re 
dead!”  I have told the boys that kind of behavior 
and talk is unacceptable in our home.  But they 
were at the stage in between ignorance and 

prevention, where they use the language anyway, 
followed by “sorry…hee hee hee.”  (Their 
explanation for their physical conflict is “we’re 
just playing!,” which is fine until someone gets 
hurt…) 
 
I said to them, “Boys!  Do you know the story 
about Abel and Cain?!” 

“Yes, Cain killed Abel,” my oldest said. 
“Cain was jealous of Abel.  Cain thought 
 God loved Abel more,” his brother added. 

“Right,” I said. “How do you think Cain felt after 
he did that?” 

“I think he felt really bad.” 
“Yeah!” 

“How would you feel if you did that?” 
 “I’d feel really bad.” 
“Yeah. Me, too.” 

“How do you think Abel and Cain’s mommy felt 
when that happened?” 

“I don’t know.” 
“Yeah! We don’t know.” 

“I bet she felt really awful. I know, because that is 
how I feel when I see you guys fighting with each 
other or picking on the baby.”  (The poor little guy 
frequently ducks for cover when either of the older 
two pass by.) 
 
“I don’t want to hear you joking about killing each 
other!  In fact, I don’t even want you to call each 
other names anymore.  That’s practically just as 
bad.” 
 
I had their attention, but they were smirking.  I 
continued, “I’m not kidding. Do you think God 
loved either one of those boys more than the 
other?” 

“No, God loves us all just the same.” 
“Yeah! God loves us all the same.” 

 
Yesssssss!  I thought to myself, but just said, 
“Amen!”   The older two looked at me quizzically, 
since that’s usually a prayer word. 
 
The youngest perked up. “Ah, meh!” he added 
enthusiastically.  

   ☺ 
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Food For Thought 
  
Those of you who were in church on November 
12, saw a handsome five-month-old Golden 
Retriever puppy whom Larry and Lynda Fisher are 
raising for the Guide Dog Foundation for the 
Blind.  When Georgie is old enough, the 
Foundation will retrieve him (cute play on words 
there) and train him to lead a blind person.  The 
Foundation is a totally non-profit organization, 
existing solely by grants and donations.  Currently 
the Foundation is collecting UPC Codes from any 
Iams or Eukanuba product (except for the 
Professional Feeding Bags).  Iams will donate 
money directly to the Foundation in exchange for 
the UPC code labels.  Label contributions have 
helped the Foundation purchase training and play 
equipment.   
  
Please give your UPC Codes to either Lynda or 
Larry, or mail direct to:  Canine Care Manager, 
Guide Dog Foundation for the Blind, 371 East 
Jericho Turnpike, Smithtown, NY 11787.   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Options and Opportunities 
 
Where do your interests lie?  Is there an opening 
on our church boards or committees where you 
would enjoy investing your energy and applying 
your talents?  The Human Resource Committee 
tries very hard to match gifts with facets of church 
service, but we may not know you well enough yet 
or may not have discerned all of your abilities. 
 
It is time to make an intense effort to fill all 
positions in preparation for the church’s annual 
meeting in May—or even before, if possible.  We 
invite any of you to step forward and let us know if 
you wish to seize one of these opportunities.  At 
the moment there are twelve options for your 
consideration.  They are:  Deacon, Deaconess, 
Trustee, Missions Board (2), Music Board (2), 
Christian Education (2), Finance Board, 

representative to Littleton Council of Churches, 
and Auditor.  While we hope the incumbents 
whose terms end this year will agree to continue, if 
some decline another term, yet more openings will 
be created. 
 
Speak to any member of the Human Resource 
Committee if you need more information or if you 
see a place where you might serve.  Also 
important:  if you can no longer serve in a position 
to which you were elected, it is necessary to notify 
the HRC directly to formally resign.  We hope this 
does not happen because we appreciate everything 
everyone does, but we recognize and understand 
that life circumstances change and create a need 
for changes in commitments. 
 
Your Human Resource Committee:  Eleanor 
Stetson, June Chaplin, Earlene Arrington, Cherie 
Trout, Carolyn Webster 
 
 
 

Calling All Women:   

To Be Or Not To Be? 
 

 
Have you ever heard of 
the Sunshine Class?  
How about the Rhoda, 
Rachel, Rebecca, and 
Ruth Circles?  These 
are all facets of 
Women’s Fellowships 
of the past.  There were 
enough women actively 
involved in church 

projects to keep four Circles that met on a monthly 
basis busy.  Some met during the day and some in 
the evening, all devoted to mission and outreach 
causes.  Just as a case in point, one of the daytime-
meeting circles always made about 130 May 
baskets for Littleton House nursing home and for 
our shut-ins.  Rolling bandages to be sent overseas 
for White Cross was another BIG project in which 
all the Circles participated, along with crafts 
workshops for the annual Bazaar.  Eventually the 
four circles dwindled to two and, after a few years, 
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disbanded altogether.  Still, the full Women’s 
Fellowship hung on with monthly meetings from 
October to May and strong support for White 
Cross and Love Gift (our over-and-above offering 
that goes to the United Mission Program of 
American Baptist Churches).  The biggest event of 
the year was always the Christmas party that once 
enjoyed an attendance of 30-40 women.  The 
closing banquet, which later became the closing 
breakfast, was popular, also, and an annual tea was 
a successful event at first, but participation 
continued to decline. 
 
We recognize that it is a different world now with 
the high cost of living forcing most women to earn 
a paycheck and limiting what time and energy they 
have for volunteer work and social events.  Our 
American Baptist Women’s organizations at the 
national and state levels realized that we needed to 
honor the many services our women perform in 
various capacities, such as Christian Education, 
choir, and on church boards and committees.  To 
this end, “Fellowships” were renamed “Women’s 
Ministries,” in an attempt to encompass all aspects 
of the efforts of women. 
 
The question remains:  DO WE NEED OR WANT 
A WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION?  TO BE OR 
NOT TO BE?  Eight women gathered for our 
Christmas party 2006 and pondered this question.  
Beverly Lamburn, who has served as our treasurer 
for 30 years, has announced her retirement from 
that position at the end of this fiscal year in April.  
Would anyone step forward to take on that 
responsibility?  Cherie Trout does a great job of 
seeing to it that our White Cross quota is filled, but 
has to open the sign-up to the whole church in 
order to provide requested items.  She also collects 
Love Gift contributions and keeps us on that giving 
tally.  The long list of outreaches/missions that we 
support may be reviewed in the church’s annual 
report.  For two years we have functioned by ad 
hoc committee, with no one willing to fill officers’ 
positions.  This can work, as our American Baptist 
Women of Merrimack Valley Association have 
proven. 
 
Reluctant to give up, the small gathering at the 
Christmas party opted to try once more and hold a 

tea, probably in March.  Will anyone volunteer to 
organize that function?  AT THAT TIME THE 
DECISION AS TO WHETHER OR NOT TO 
CONTINUE WILL BE MADE.  Please lift 
Women’s Ministries up in prayer and help us 
discern what God would have us do. 
 

Carolyn Webster, Acting Secretary 
 
 
 

Christmas Afterglow 

 
 

Pastor Debbie’s children’s 
story for the first Sunday in 

Advent raised the question, 
“Whose birthday are we 
celebrating?  Of course there 

was a chorus of “Jesus’ 
birthday!” responses.  Next 

Debbie produced a birthday 
card for Jesus that boldly stated, “From All of Us” 
that she planned to have each child sign.  Then she 
asked, “Where should we mail it?”  One small 
voice piped up, “To Heaven,” to which a sage 5-
or-so-year-old replied, “You’ll have to have a 
mailman that can fly.” 
 
Cute, clever, contemporary are all words that 
describe the Sunday School Christmas pageant for 
2006.  Titled “The Living Story’ and written by 
Julie Nudler, Gail Gregg, and Maria and Mark 
Reilly, it portrayed Joseph and Mary en route from 
Chelmsford to Littleton and finding no room at 
The Regency or the Westford Residence Inn.  But 
help awaited as the kindly keeper of the Lyttleton 
Inn found space for them in a small cottage on the 
grounds.  Here Jesus was born.  After visits from 
folks of the Good Shepherd Day Care Center, the 
Magi arrived from Littleton First Baptist Church.  
Thanks to the writers for their faithfulness to the 
original story, their creative gifts and subtle humor. 
 
Seasonal mail always reconnects us with friends.  
The first Christmas greeting received at the church 
came from the very Reverend Veronica “Ronny”  
Lanier.  Now 88, she bubbles with enthusiasm and 
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punctuates every paragraph of her year’s recap 
with “Wow, wow, wow, Thank You, God.”  I 
quote only two of the many accounts of her 2006 
activities: 
 
“On Pentecost Sunday, June 5…a special service 
of installation was held during the morning 
worship when the church family honored me as the 
Minister Emeritus.  That means I can serve the 
First Baptist Church, Lynn, MA, for as long as I 
wish.  I will have served there for eight years at the 
end of December…. 
 
“In August I attended my fiftieth World Mission 
Conference at Green Lake, Wisconsin….During 
the conference on Thursday morning forty-one 
conferees began a three mile Step Walk for orphan 
children.  One of the men from Lynn and a retired 
missionary walked the distance with me to make 
sure I was all right….I was the oldest person to 
cross the finish line (with two escorts)….I was able 
to collect $7,875.20 for the mission cause.”  We 
can only add:  Wow, wow, wow, Thank You, 
Ronny. 
 
A long letter from Cindy (Lyons) Chambers brings 
news of her family:  “As most all of you know, 
2006 brought much sorrow to our family as we 
said our goodbyes to our wonderful mother/ 
grandmother, Ellen Wright….With Grammy’s 
death came some extreme changes for my mother 
(JoAnne) and sister Debi.  In June Debi made the 
decision to move closer to me so that I may help 
her with the care of our mother.  Mom has had 
some serious health problems…and has had two 
prolonged hospital visits since moving here…. 
 
“Debi works for a Construction Management 
Company and enjoys her work….She is settling 
into her house that has a beautiful view of the 
Appomattox River and can watch the tugboats 
cruise down the river…. Kevin and I are in the 
process of building a new home on 5 ½  acres of 
land…to be ready in February….I received my 
promotion to (police) Sergeant in October and in 
the same month, Kevin was promoted to Facility 
manager….Both the  children are growing up too 
fast and I wish life would just slow down before I 
blink and they are all grown up.” 

 
Speaking of children growing up quickly, the 
church received a great photo of Charlie and 
Cherryl Boucher and their four grown-up children.  
Elissa, almost 23, graduated from college in May, 
at the top of her nursing class.  She passed her New 
Hampshire boards on the first try and is working 
full time on the med-surg floor at Concord 
Hospital.  Josh, nearing 21, works for “Timberpeg” 
building post-and-beam homes.  He went back to 
school this fall and is working on his degree in 
Architectural Engineering.  Kevin turned 19 in the 
spring, graduating in June from ConVal High.  He 
is attending Concord Tech.  Becca is 14 and 
described by Mom as “a vivacious, energetic 
young lady who keeps her Dad and Mom 
young!…she is an achiever in school and makes 
high honors.  She continues to be our ‘social 
butterfly.’”  Charlie and Cherryl are in their 12th 
year of ministering at Antrim Baptist Church but 
are remembered by many at Littleton FBC as they 
were active members when Charlie was Director of 
Grotonwood.  Cherryl served on the Board of 
Christian Education here and Charlie was a 
Deacon. 
 
Bill and Jane Bollinger performed in a concert and 
cantata at their church in South Carolina, then 
headed west, stopping along the way to see family 
folks and ending up in Phoenix for Christmas.  
Former Pastor Wally Reid did some traveling in 
2006, visiting Central America, specifically the 
Yucatan Peninsula and Belize.  He also visited his 
brother in Colorado and sister in Washington state.  
He lives in Arizona where he finds the climate 
beneficial in helping him survive rheumatism.  His 
loss of hearing has forced him to give up preaching 
and singing, but he does teach a Bible class in his 
residential community.  Now 75, Wally notes that 
it is always good to catch up during the Christmas 
season and concludes, “My memories of Littleton 
Baptist are warm and grateful.”  Amen.         CFW 


